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1.3, 1561(31).—qF F=T TLFT T TA=T207 (F220) FHrar==t, 1986 F == 5 F #ry
TfSe T (qveT) fafer, 1986 (1986 T 29) F 4T 3, AT 6 @ 4T 25 ¥ AET A
STTRFATT T TANT F7d g0, UeT AT (U7 Fde) Tl 34% T r AT TA(Ed FAT FT ITAN T F
form amo g Tt Fi Foow Aafvrat w7 afe=fod #7a gu 9red F e, qEnare § avEr.

02 (&), ardra 2 W=+, 2014 gWT 9= (F2e0T) fFammett, 1986  fF=w 3 & sutaaw 8 =1
TOTTer waRTrorT 3

I sk arA . 02 (@), v 2 S, 2014 3T IE atenEEr grer Aeteree
T T F== qar Wi g g wrer (FAtnRtee Fren), e vor it Sid

TierT (34%) & Afers A7 2T, FT STANT F7A o (o0 FATHF AT T2 FEAm Serid ara =T
Tt T FiARfor T = g
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T farere == £t aoft Taga (fe-g2)/wraar are & ara TR
e === F gaeT i o
(%) T AT TR ® (PR oft | e e e R e a2 g, 2014 ¥
&TAT ) A7 Ffew B | 7 g wWoemm Ru BT Oom | g,
WA (100 TTAME AT ATAF | gy ar wifeafrfw wwoF
CEEIIER) treefie aoft AT st e
CEIRIEEI2n)
(@) 1000 Ft & wfaer 7 2 S, 2014 ¥
THTAT
) 750-1000 Tt s 1 SR, 2015
THTAT
(=) 500-749 &t = = 5 S, 2016 &
T

I st FT wew F ey (F@ven) RamrEett F faw 5 % su-fFaw (3) F arr afse
TATEOT (FeT) afgfaw, 1986 (1986 FT 29) F 41T 6 AT 4T 25 F AT dquAT ort<RAT w4
TANT FEA U ST F ST, gureareer ¥ ;wErar. 3305 (9), A 7 RFEew, 2015 &

a1 71.54.593 (1), A 28 S, 2018 3T = sourew it et @ G we i s
A 7 Tug-ag Gt T 9 R AT F araw 97 q G == i Gt gt F oo
T AT A7 ATt St Sasr 1 weRTfera B =m

I s, Ttaw, J9 G oAy aEaT w5 F fE w6re g 9w 13 a9,
2017 =T TEqF F¥ T 747 FHerrfera e  agee At a7 B @== F7 79 2022 7% 7397w
=T weRr Hentue FA F o gatawr (F@eron) atatay, 1986 Fr arer 5 F Fgd HEer A

7 = forT e gy R = v R 7 e, 2017 F WA, #7-15017/40/2007-H o=
greT fo=er fm)

e wafs, fFga doeg § g7 aat F arg-Arg gg aemEes A g 5 vguer S
SR % SvIa 819 & |79 gF °77 (9= §9 T8 VA § SoOe FATe-UeT 1 Tq7 o+
TEAT ITFIUN T qATST 20 2 A =37 oot Fwrrer af i Forear @i a=rear & g G s
TFAT F; T g @At #w gt S Al Gt F v wee F o Reew G e g
A = Tt v (TS ) e, ST vty #9 d7 T o SUAnRT o o gt st wir
ITE=T FIAT TAT S, g FIAA & TUAT F (=&t Seomas Team 27 S §; 779 &= w2 ¥ 3o
weTe-uer WAz Fain, 22 e, gEF e, guw F gueiw G g et |9 Feer g i wS F
oo Se-fFer aTRfit S 7 AT ST F T wonr i 9 T2 8 dreae ver i /4w 34% T
TATT 7 FF ATFTFAT SN H T F T FT G009 F249 F o It F=1 g S Bt gar gtz
FT FTEATE (ATSZFAT) ZrAT 2

I s, FrEreT G T Ao A F ATI-ATT AAraE AT € B Frerer @ aot =
FTACr T T[T, AHT AT AT TIHAT H A F forr FEaw w2 o w7 w5 8 e o s
TEATET ST T Z2-TE H Soor@ i FHT TS &, AT oTs THAT § e THT FHT Ta0@rT gram §
AT FIAAT I T GATE-TAAT (FTLTENS) TH BT 6T TR FTAT B TSF FIT o A 207 7 ey




[9TT [T 3(ii)] ATV 7 TSI AT

BT w4 9% of S o o Yo arefRe a9 o S T9E; e i THAT ha Hae w1 ger g
FIIA G AT g1 | Tt g StatF At wer £ 73 £ 7 7257 g &; [ anft Fraen
T FATNTT FF i TTARTHAT SANM |, AT TN AT o F0f

i safS, Frrem geers 9 GEm derew 7 zoten g Ber @ & et 2 s
2014 F¥ grferg==T a7 7= F= g, @ S99 0 gor g0 e o TART 6 o dieratom #9117
TaroTelt 3 SeuTes o e g

e wrafe, e s F aoer fare & e, Fren wee, afvEgs O e et o
Fraar FF @ i 3 T T Fuw = Feewr == F 9w g7 Tt F avg-ary w@feew § 1w
goaraeT G g B aefroadt seren § aret aEfors #7 ewate afess wgoer e wear © w1

~ == L ST o =~ A o . . YL
T Ao ae e gAnT ¥ Fata g €, oo fege " 9w s wguw i o § a9

TIAT U¥ Feae agunr # v At Fweer afdw w0 g &) gere a8 Ssere v () wrer
Ft % qrF-ay qrer A ot wgfue FAT § 47 o ey sue "t v S wa=war, weer
TS UTHAT H T FT ATEIF TIRT ZraT &, ATCTT AT FAT T ATOET FFtorez F FHwEr #+w
ATV 9T AIAEr TATT BAT g FAIE A T AT F e aoft Frmer g=fores, aver gt
TATE, FAAT TUSTIOT, FIAAT (HGT FT TGS, AT AT I ATAT & HT T@7@mg G [{oem
staaeft g prEET v ft aftge w9 wEar g gene gk | Fga s # awa § of 3t

e st At s 7 o frefrer f § & aatawii= & sguor gt #7 Herr
FLAT AT Ivg AT FHTAT =FTRq0r g, Nee Fraa § ver £t qrar giasted o 9 % T,
e T F g 97 e Ierest F qr et AW A

A STk, Tt A9 i AT TAAT HATAT SofT GATAT, FIAAT TATAT 5 AATIEAT,

T g dw F2 Baamwst fi {ae w GEew w71 70 arEgEs GEw w2 F 9w
TAed H Mg MoRT 97 99T §—
i) FAT FIer | TIT ATHIAT ¥ ATAT THTT Tt g1 ATORT T VT FTmRfT 21 #4741 (F1rdt
A B w=9) § @ g Fr ¢ Fa it @A g wEar EEa /9T § JJwm
ToFaT STaT E, UeT AT FT HeT A UF T a4 Egd 647 § Char Jav g,

i) T FEEE wE agur [REe, ver w=e F orw aEAeh = F qEied gid g #irE
I FATe-UT FT FrEw FA F oo 3= gwar arer suwew g £, g U4
freraor e gefom feew, T s ¥ o weare feew 9 v = w e

iii)y  TFTEYT, A9 A G TEAAT HATAT T IO qEE ArerEa o g S
FHIT: TIT A= w0 qwaeg GfT & =7 AH F IO I o6 o gt
ERIRCIE
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e wrafeh, wTE Ter wea i B Tt 9w A e Feer F W9 F 2 5o 9

AT TN T ATed (ST o FHITA ol (O & (7T TATHAT SH= FIAEH Hl ATATH]
THATT 3

A srafes, e HATT § @eATaes AT ¥ AieET auettord wiEe-19 g di7
THE FATAET 397 | oIl SUTEH & o0 FIAAT &7 il WA T AT F T FAA 6 ITANT
TERTT ATTLAFAT T ST U T TTTATT & o TowTeT AT T ¥ S0

=, TN, FT aewTe TarEer (Feenn) Fauraet, 1986 F Few 5 % suft=w (4) & @
tse T Heer afaf=erm, 1986 (1986 FT 29) Ft &TeT 3, 41T 6 i °TT 25 F T AUAT
TRt T AN F7d g0, S9 HammEdr & a9 5 F sufFaw (3) F 9T () F TET TIAT o A
FIAATAAT FT 2T I F IUT FAZT | T (F7E0r) Faaraett, 1986 T AT Hertad Fvd gu
maEreT Fetorta e st g, aui
1. (1) =7 et 1 qEr=Tor (S2eT) gy FErmrEe, 2020 F2T Smm

(2) T TTHTLN TS H THTT EI 0 g & TR g

2. T (FeeT) R, 1986 o, Few 3 #, gutaaw (8) F forw R=feifas Sut+=w
giaeara g, 991 -

7(8) AT fAEE wEAT &, UL ARG wAAT T dEHr AqE & A, Fetorted aat
FEATERT T o T T AT g0

(1) SoeI TTEvet & (o7 STarreh T aaeT= Faia Fer

i FAAHTT ATEREAT AT hE T TEA AT AE FET AHI-THT T AT AT F
g At awlt F o At aeEet #1 agares w7

i. =Tt F wroa ¥ fUefen o wfist w1 vwrfi(avetiEa qer 3Ee) et
graThed e Faet § v A o) uwEr g9 § e @ aaforet
o arerdy & Tt (forseeT) g =R

2. 9T TivE T TS
i. T e T g gu w7 AT gor gu wreer a7 = #w F F T weme-uer

Tire(WISET @ Seames awaT) & afafvaa @uar it qrar ur & &E=T, qaw=-

T 97 ST T T ATEEATA § TAT-AT A= 9t T T0ers F7|
i, TOT U % forT et i @A T AR FIA 2 TG T THTETT AT 2l

i. AT SrEeEE g AT wATS-ULT FT ATHFAH ITANT AT FIA & forg wre fAfores
Rt F arerm™ 7% ot FT TAFFI oI TF qFATF (i) Ty a7 G
ST

iv. @7 e wE SR 2(i) F weAreia, St g2 dua Ao @t (I 7o) §

(=T TTierRt ZTIT qIEeTsr THTAT S0) TATIIOT T[T ST F AT AT -0
e #71
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. T g0 v 3 (et sreran el avg A1e § @ g0 Yo 39) diR/eET 9re-
&F | T T gU ATeF (Fead7) BT of HIA FT TIag a7 A0 TS, T TF
T T AEA/ATEF TORTEHAT STed Tel g1 ATdT, O T AgA 1 gIeT (a1 S
ST FAeTe A aT &t 9w |4reaq 7 7% gU gl

ii. AT =g = T gt AT 9

(F) T FUAT FAAT T AAEA F orw fHea w9 ® guEn oo e v mmefew
i aerET Feaae gy =g an 9w

(=) % YT T Feae AT Fr ATTAAT F RO TR 7 g6 A, T AT
gt G o & g9 am F Rt = 7 wee #1 9t"eT @ gu
zal (e s Bt arer wrem 3, e Gl o i ga s 2% o aEw
FTT 2

(4) == fAa=h= 7% 2020-21 7 S5 712 F forg SEte ThasErar 3 S99 =TT =t
#r gl o ff Tw=r strovm wieET et SR wr donfae BT st Tt

TT &= 3 forT SuerR ord T AT SAam efter S ST e qEee qEte wreer wgr e
TS GIT TATEA it A T 367 ST

[ . 13014/01/2020-5TE-1()]
AT "=, T A

feoqu—ger fFam are & Troros § T 844(), a1 19 FEav 1986 FET WETAT fw oo
AT ToATAAAT YT FAT.AT. 82(H), AT 16 FTa<T, 1987; F1.41. 64(d), TG
18 w==eY, 1988; =T.ALMY. 931(w), AT 27 wFET,1989; Fr.am. 23(a), ATHE
16 S, 1991; ATATR. 95(x), AT 12 w1, 1992; am.#1.f. 329(x), AT 13
W, 1992; ATAT. 562(«), AT 27 WS, 1992; WTATM. 884(x), A 20 =Y,
1992; wir. 1.7, 386 (1), T8 22 ardrer, 1993; AT.FT.17. 422 (o), ardra 19 7, 1993;
wrAT.f. 801 (&), aTfm 31 fwmw, 1993 wraT.f. 320 (&), aTHE 16 W+, 1994;
arFT . 560 (&), AT 19 e, 1997; @Aty 378 (), @@ 30 9, 1998;
wraT . 07 (&), anvrm 22 fwew, 1998; wraT.f. 407 (), v 31 wE, 2001;
AT, 826 (9), AT 16 w=aw, 2009; WAL, 513 (@), avE 28§, 2012;
wrATf. 02 (&), AT 02 ST, 2014; Fr.am. 3305 (), AT9@ 07 f¥w=e, 2015;

ar. #7157, 593 (%), At 28 7, 2018; &< Fr.am. 236 (&), AT 16 =T, 2020 T
iEaukie

MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 21st May, 2020

S.0. 1561(E).—Whereas the Central Government had, in exercise of its powers under Section 3,
Section 6 and Section 25 of Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) read with rule 5 of Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1986, published draft rules further to amend sub-rule (8) of rule 3 of Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1986, in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, vide number G.S.R. 02(E), dated the
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2™ 7 anuary, 2014 mandating certain categories of thermal power plants to use coal with ash content restricted to
34%.

And whereas, the said Notification vide number G.S.R. 02(E) dated the 2™ January, 2014, mandated
coal based thermal power plants to use raw or blended or beneficiated coal with ash content not exceeding
thirty-four percent (34%), on quarterly basis, by the time lines given below:

Sl. No. | Category of Power Plant Distance of location of Thermal | Time lines
Power Plant from pit-head/coal mine

(a) |Stand-alone Thermal Power Plants Located in wban areas, or|With effect from
(any capacity), and ec..o.loglcally scnsrc.lvc . a.rcas O [ yud June, 2014.

critically polluted areas, irrespective
of distance from pit-head, except pit-
head power plants.

(b) beyond 1000 km With effect from

2" June, 2014.

Captive Thermal Power Plants (with
capacity of 100 MW and above)

(c) between 750-1000 km With effect from
1*" January, 2015.

(d) between 500-749 km With effect from
5™ June, 2016.

And whereas, the Central Government had, in exercise of its powers under sections 6 and 25 of the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) read with sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the Environment
(Protection) Rules, in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, vide number S.0. 3305 (E), dated the 7™ December,
2015 and G.SR. 593 (E), dated the 28 June, 2018 published the emission standards and specific water
consumption for various category of thermal power plants, based on capacity of power generation and date of
installation of power plant and to be achieved in time bound manner.

And whereas, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change directed the Central Pollution
Control Board vide F.No.Q-15017/40/2007-CPW dated the 7% December, 2017 to issue Directions under
Section 5 of Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, to various Thermal Power Plants to install pollution control
equipment as per the revised plan submitted by the Ministry of Power dated the 13™ October, 2017 by 2022.

And whereas, the Ministry of Power has, inter alia, represented that with advancement in pollution
control technologies, thermal power plants are better equipped to capture fly-ash generated in combustion
process and unwashed coal can be used more efficiently and economically; thermal power plants are designed
for coal with wide variety of ash content and are equipped with dry ash evacuation, handling and supply systems
for ash utilisation; using washed coal makes power generation costlier; fly ash generated in thermal power
plants is being used in several beneficial uses like cement manufacturing, brick making, road laying, back-fill
material for reclamation of mine voids and low lying areas; requirement of maintaining average ash content to
349% prompts industries to undertake import of coal, resulting in outflow of foreign exchange etc.

And Whereas, the Ministry of Coal has, inter alia, represented that the coal mines are constantly
striving to improve raw coal in terms of quality, size and extraneous material over the years which has
considerably reduced wear and tear of all related equipment, coal washing process involves multiple handling
and avoidable road transportation of huge quantities of coal from coal mines to washeries and then to rail
sidings for onward transport to power plants; the washing process only divides the coal into washed coal and
washery rejects while the ash content of mined coal remains the same; use of low grade coal washery rejects, in
the multiple small user industries, generates more pollution etc.

And Whereas, the Ministry of Coal and Ministry of Power have, therefore, represented that the
mandating power plants to use washed coal requires to be revisited by reconsidering the notification dated the
2™ January, 2014 which will help ease power generation for long distance haulage of coal without adverse
impact on the environment.

And Whereas, the NITI Aayog, in its report after analysing the issue from the perspective of
washeries, Coal mining, transportation and consumption of coal at power plants has, infer alia, summed up that
use of washery rejects in nearby industries generates more pollution; since washery rejects are distributed in
mumber of smaller industries, the pollution control at numerous points is more difficult than controlling the
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pollution at power plant end; Ash generated in the washing process pollutes water along with coal particles and
cannot be gainfully utilised; Coal washing process involves increased water use, effluent generation; Disposal of
washery rejects has negative environmental impact as it has to handle and dispose huge quantity of low grade
coal washery rejects, liquid effluent streams, coal storage, handling coal dust, runoff and fugitive dust; Coal
washing also adversely impacts topography, water drainage pattern and quality, water bodies, smrounding air
quality at large scale; Washing process increases the cost of power generation with no commensurate
environmental advantages etc.

And Whereas, NITI Aayog has, therefore, recommended that it may be prudent to determine and
enforce the environmental and pollution norms, to be complied with by the power generators, rather than
restricting the ash content in coal, based on distance of transportation.

And Whereas, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, after deliberating the
representations from Ministry of Power, Ministry of Coal, report of NITI Aayog and various stakeholders and
after careful considerations & in larger public interest, arrived at the following:

1) The extent of ash content in mined coal remains the same. With washeries, the ash content gets divided
at two places (washeries and the power plant), whereas if unwashed coal is used in power plant, the ash
content is handled at only one place viz. the power plant;

(i1) Thermal power plants are technologically equipped to address pollution control, ash management as
they have high efficiency equipment to capture fly ash, dry ash evacuation and handling systems, ash
supply systems for ash utilisation and tall stacks for wider dispersal of flue gases;

(ii1) The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has notified emission norms, mandating
respective thermal power plants to adhere to such norms in a time bound manner;

And Whereas, it is expedient to adopt best possible framework towards handling of unwashed coal
including management of fly ash and other associated environmental aspects arising out of processing of
unwashed coal at different stages.

And Whereas, the Ministry of Coal has represented that in view of the existing unprecedented
COVID-19 pandemic and the resultant immediate requirement of utilization of domestic coal by stimulating
coal sector demand for power generation in the country, it is desirable to issue the notification at the earliest.

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 3, Section 6 and Section 25 of the
Environment Protection Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) read with sub-rule (4) of rule 5 of the Environment (Protection)
Rules, 1986, the Central Government, after having dispensed with the requirement of notice under clause (a) of
sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the said rules, in public interest, hereby makes the following rules to further amend the
Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, namely :-

1. (1) These rules may be called the Environment (Protection) Amendment Rules, 2020

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

3]

In the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, in rule 3, for sub-rule (8), the following sub-rule
shall be substituted, namely :-

“(8) Use of coal by Thermal Power Plants, without stipulations as regards ash content or distance,
shall be permitted subject to following conditions:

(1) Setting Up Technology Solution for emission norms:

1] Compliance of specified emission norms for Particulate Matter, as per extant
notifications and instructions of Central Pollution Control Board, issued from time to
time.

(ii) In case of washeries, Middling and rejects to be ufilized in FBC (Fluidised Bed
Combustion) technology based thermal power plants. Washery to have linkage for
middling and rejects in Fluidised Bed Combustion plants.

2) Management of Ash Ponds:

(i)  The thermal powers plants shall comply with conditions, as notified in the Fly Ash
notification issued from time to time, without being entitled to additional capacity of
fly ash pond (for existing power generation capacity) on ground of switching from
washed coal to unwashed coal.

(ii) Appropriate Technology solutions shall be applied to optimise water consumption for
Ash management;



THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORDINARY [PART I—SEC. 3(i1)]

(iii) The segregation of ash may be done at the Electro-Static Precipitator stage, if required,
based on site specific conditions, to ensure maximum utilization of fly ash;

(iv) Subject to 2(i) above, the thermal power plants to dispose flyash in abandoned or
working mines (to be facilitated by mine owner) with environmental safeguards.

(3) Transportation:

(6] Coal transportation may be undertaken by covered Railway wagon (railway wagons
covered by tarpaulin or other means) and/or covered conveyer beyond the mine area.
However, till such time enabling Rail transport/conveyer infrastructure is not
available, road transportation may be undertaken in trucks, covered by tarpaulin or
other means.

(ii) It shall be ensured by the thermal power plant that

a. Rail siding facility or conveyor facility is set up at or near the power plant, for
transportation by rail or conveyor; and

b. If transportation by rail or conveyor facility is not available, ensure that the coal is
transported out from the Delivery Point of the respective mine in covered trucks
(by tarpaulin or other means), or any mechanized closed trucks by road.

(4) This shall also be deemed to be additional conditions of the relevant Environmental Clearances for
respective projects for financial year 2020-21 and onwards. The existing Environmental
Clearances shall stand modified so as to make the above conditions operative for relevant sectors.
The Consent to Operate shall be issued by respective State Pollution Control Boards accordingly.”

[F-No.13014/01/2020-IA.I(T)]
GEETA MENON, Jt. Secy.

Note:-The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India vide number S.O. 844(E), dated the
19th November, 1986 and subsequently amended vide numbers S.0O. 82(E), dated 16th February,
1987; S.0. 64(E), dated18th January, 1988; G.S.R. 931(E), dated 27th October, 1989; S.0. 23(E),
dated 16th January, 1991; G.S.R. 95(E), dated 12th February, 1992; G.S.R.329(E), dated
13th March, 1992; G.S.R. 562(E), dated 27th May, 1992; G.S.R. 884(E), dated 20th November,
1992; G.S.R. 386(E), dated 22nd April, 1993; G.S.R. 422(E), dated 19th May, 1993; G.S.R.
801(E), dated 31st December, 1993; G.S.R. 320(E), dated 16th March, 1994; G.S.R. 560(E),
dated 19th September, 1997; G.S.R. 378(E), dated 30th June, 1998;G.S.R. 7(E), dated 22nd
December, 1998; G.S.R. 407(E), dated 31st May, 2001; G.S.R. 826(E), dated 16th November,
2009; G.S.R. 513(E), dated 28th June, 2012; G.S.R. 02(E) dated 2nd Jamuary, 2014; S.0. 3305
(E), dated 7th December, 2015; G.S.R. 593(E), dated 28th June, 2018 and S.O. 236 (E), dated
16th January, 2020.
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